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of the country. These injustices show that the 
NAACP’s work is just as important today as it 
was when the Long Beach Branch NAACP 
was founded 75 years ago. While our recogni-
tion of past progress made under the leader-
ship of the NAACP is critical and necessary, 
we also must look to the future and rededicate 
ourselves as Americans to the fulfillment of 
their goals of a truly equal and just society for 
all Americans. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 20, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,152,705,110,034.31. We’ve 
added $7,525,828,061,121.23 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE FABRIC AND 
FRIENDS QUILT GUILD 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 20, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Fabric and Friends 
Quilt Guild of Adair County, Iowa, for their 
continued service to our country’s veterans. 

The Guild, which was formed in 2001, 
began with members creating ‘‘cooling ties’’ 
for soldiers deployed to Iraq and quilts for 
service members recovering at Walter Reed 
Hospital. Guild members now present ‘‘Red, 
White and Blue’’ quilts to local service mem-
bers. 

Mr. Speaker, the selflessness and dedica-
tion each member of this group demonstrates 
embodies the Iowa spirit and I am honored to 
represent them, and Iowans like them, in the 
United States Congress. I know that all of my 
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives will join me in recognizing the 
Fabric and Friends Quilt Guild for their service 
to our armed service members and veterans 
and wish them nothing but continued success. 
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IN MEMORY OF MARTHA CAROLYN 
EDEN 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 20, 2015 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on Thursday, October 15th, South Caro-
linians paused from recovery efforts of record 
flooding to recognize the life of Martha Caro-
lyn Edens with a Service of Death and Res-
urrection at Trenholm Road United Methodist 
Church in Columbia. 

The Reverend Doctor Bill Bouknight prop-
erly began the sermon recognizing her as a 
Caring Conservative. 

Martha Edens was a devoted pioneer in es-
tablishing the modem Republican Party. She 
was an active volunteer in August 1961 elect-
ing Richland Representative Charlie Boineau 
to the House of Representatives as the first 
Republican elected to the General Assembly 
in the Twentieth Century. He was joined in 
1962 by State Representative Floyd Spence of 
Lexington who was the first elected official to 
switch parties. Through her family’s dedication 
she lived a revolution where Republicans by 
2010 held elected all statewide state and fed-
eral offices. Additionally super majorities were 
achieved in the State House and Senate with 
eight of nine federal offices. From isolated 
pockets of Republican transplants from the 
Northeast and Midwest in 1961, the party is 
now dominant in almost every corner of the 
state. 

She helped establish a broad-based party in 
2010 electing Nikki Haley as the state’s first 
female Governor in 340 years and as Amer-
ica’s second Indian-American Governor. With 
Tim Scott, being the second African-American 
elected to Congress in the twentieth Century 
and in 2014 he achieved being the first popu-
larly elected African-American ever from the 
South to the U.S. Senate. Additionally with 
Alan Wilson, South Carolina elected Ameri-
can’s youngest State Attorney General. 

Martha Edens’ vision and dedication to the 
principles of limited government and expanded 
freedom have been adopted by the people of 
South Carolina. On October 11th, a thoughtful 
obituary was published in The State of Colum-
bia, South Carolina. 

Columbia Memorial service for Martha 
Carolyn Edens, 87, will be held at 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday, October 15, 2015, at Trenholm 
Road United Methodist Church. Following 
the service, the family will receive friends in 
the church dining hall. Burial will be private 
in Greenlawn Memorial Park. Dunbar Fu-
neral Home, Devine Street Chapel, is assist-
ing the family. 

Ms. Edens died Friday, October 9, 2015. 
Born in Richland County, she was the daugh-
ter of the late James Drake Edens Sr. and 
May Florence Youmans Edens. She grad-
uated from Dreher High School, attended 
Brenau University in Gainesville, Ga. and 
graduated from the University of South 
Carolina. 

Martha lived a well-spent life of love, dedi-
cation and generosity. In addition to being a 
loving, caring mother to her two children, 
Martha accomplished more in her life than 
most people even dream of. She was active in 
politics, her college fraternity, Zeta Tau 
Alpha, her church, Trenholm Road United 
Methodist and her community. Among the 
highlights of Martha’s many accomplish-
ments was being awarded the Order of the 
Palmetto in 1995 by Governor Carroll A. 
Campbell. 

On the local level, she served the Richland 
County Republican Party as Party Chair-
man, Finance Chairman and Precinct Com-
mitteeman. Martha served as Vice Chairman 
of the First Tuesday Republican Club. She 
was a member of the Richland County Ivory 
Club, the Richland County Republican Wom-
en’s Club and was a governor’s mansion do-
cent. 

A true community leader, Martha was also 
an active member of Trenholm Road United 
Methodist Church, having served on numer-
ous boards and committees and was an Advi-
sory Board member of Lutheran Theological 
Seminary. Martha was also an active board 

member of the Palmetto Society of the 
United Way and the Salvation Army of Co-
lumbia and she was former president and 
member of the State Board of Directors of 
South Carolina Easter Seal Society. Addi-
tionally, Martha was a member of the South 
Carolina Museum Commission and the SC 
Law Institute Council. She was a former 
member of the Advisory Board of Republic 
National Bank and the Citizens Committee 
for the Construction of the Richland County 
Judicial Center. She served as treasurer of 
the South Carolina Republican Party. 

A longtime member of the Capitol 100 
Foundation, Martha served our state as Na-
tional Committeewoman on the Republican 
National Committee, where she became 
known as one of the most outstanding na-
tional committeewomen in the nation. As 
National Committeewoman, she served on 
the Rules Committee of the RNC, was elect-
ed Vice Chairman of the Southern Region 
and served on the Chairman’s Executive 
Committee, having served four years in each 
of those positions. In 1992, Martha served, 
along with Honorary Chairman Carroll A. 
Campbell, as Chairman of the Southern Re-
publican Conference. Elected to serve as one 
of eight members of the Site Selection Com-
mittee for the 1996 Republican National Con-
vention, Martha also served on the Com-
mittee on Arrangements for the San Diego 
convention. On the state level, Martha had 
the honor of serving on the South Carolina 
Election Commission. 

She served as Vice President on the Board 
of Trustees of Brenau University for thirty 
years, received the Outstanding Alumnae 
Award for Community Service and received 
the prestigious Mary Mildred Sullivan Award 
given to distinguished alumnae. 

Martha was also a member of the Board of 
Visitors for Columbia College, the Advisory 
Board for the Medical University of South 
Carolina and served Richland County School 
District Two as a Board of Trustees member, 
Secretary, Vice President and Chairman. Ad-
ditionally, Martha held office on the Board 
of Trustees of Richland Memorial Hospital 
and worked as a volunteer with the Help- 
Line Crisis Intervention Program and Bap-
tist Medical Center Hospice. 

Dearest to her heart, though, was her life-
long involvement with Zeta Tau Alpha Fra-
ternity. She served as Province President for 
the states of North and South Carolina and 
Georgia, National Vice President, National 
President, National Extension Director, 
Chairman, International Office Building 
Committee, President of Zeta Tau Alpha 
Foundation and served on the Foundation 
Board as a director. Her fraternity honors 
were as an Honor Ring Recipient, Vivian 
Ulmer Smith Rushing Award, Alumnae Cer-
tificate of Merit, Louise Kettler Helper 
Award and Outstanding Alumnae Award. 

Martha Carolyn Edens had many dear 
friends who valued her dry wit, her sharp 
humor and her unfailing sense of style. Her 
honesty, ethics and fairness could always be 
counted on. She gave generously in donating 
her time and talents. 

Surviving are her daughter, Dinah Helms 
Cook (Phil); daughter-in-law, Pamela 
Blaylock Helms; grandchildren, Blake Edens 
Helms, James Cook, Jennifer Cook and Alli-
son Cook. Also surviving are nieces and 
nephews and many dear friends. Martha was 
predeceased by her former husband, William 
Edgar Helms Jr.; her son, William Edgar 
Helms III; and brothers, James Drake Edens 
Jr. and William Youmans Edens Sr. 
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